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I nt roduct ion 

 

The paper is organised into three sect ions. Sect ion A tests only reading and is 

based upon an unseen passage. The passage studied in Sect ion A in June 2014 

was adapted from  The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank and gave candidates 

two diary ent r ies that  focused upon Anne’s relat ionships with the adults, 

part icular ly her m other. Sect ion B tests both reading and writ ing by asking 

candidates to respond to one of the non- fict ion passages from  the Anthology, in 

this case, Taking on the World by Ellen MacArthur. Sect ion C is a single writ ing 

task that  is not  connected to either of the reading act ivit ies already undertaken 

on the paper. The paper was well received with m ost  candidates finding it  very 

accessible.  

 

Sect ion A:  Reading 

 

Quest ions 1-3 

 

The passage chosen proved to be accessible to alm ost  all candidates, with very 

few experiencing any difficult ies in reading com prehension.  Quest ion 1 tested 

the skill of select ion and ret r ieval, asking candidates to select  three words or 

phrases used in the passage that  depict  the way the adults behave as being 

st range. There were 3 m arks available for this quest ion and therefore there were 

a num ber of correct  responses, such as they quarrel “ so easily”  or “ so often” . 

Those who did not  gain full m arks did so because they did not  choose 3 dist inct  

words or phrases or those chosen did not  answer the quest ion, such as Anne 

writ ing that  they, “ cr it icise everything about  m e.”  Quest ion 2 asked candidates 

to explain how Anne describes her relat ionship with her m other. As a 5 m ark 

quest ion there were m any possible responses to this quest ion and the m ark 

schem e lists twelve possible responses. Many achieved full or nearly full m arks 

and were able to explain the differ ing ways that  Anne and her m other clash, 

including the silent  episode, which m any interpreted as em ot ional and 

psychological punishm ent  on the part  of the m other. Where candidates did not  

score full m arks som e wrote about  the broader histor ical context  of the diary and 

the persecut ion of the Jews whilst  others sim ply failed to give sufficient  detail for 

full m arks. Cent res should m ake clear to candidates that  this part  of the paper is 

a test  of reading and that  all of the answers to the quest ions are to be found in 

the passage as pr inted. Quest ion 3 was the higher m ark tar iff quest ion with it s 

greater focus on the writer ’s technique. This asked candidates about  how Anne 

revealed her own character in the passage and provided bullet  points for 

addit ional support  and st ructure. There are clearly differ ing interpretat ions of 

Anne’s character, with som e seeing her as the vict im  of a tyrannical m other, 

t rapped in a lonely existence, whilst  others saw her as a “ typical”  teenager:  self-

obsessed and overly dram at ic. At  the standardising m eet ing all m arkers were 

m ade aware of a range of possible interpretat ions and that  they should credit  

any that  were clearly founded in the text . I n the published m ark schem e 

exam iners are told that  they, “m ust  reward all valid points that  show an 

engagem ent  with the text  and an appreciat ion of the writer 's technique rather 

than have a set  agenda of item s that  they are looking for.”  Weaker responses 

were often lim ited to a sm all num ber of points focusing on part icular elem ents 

within the passage, such as Anne’s sense of injust ice. Many candidates were 

able to take this injust ice and explore it  in m ore depth with bet ter answers able 

to see the irony in her depict ion of adults as children at  the sam e t im e as they 
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clearly saw her behaviour as childish. Bet ter answers explored the shaping of the 

text  as a whole, beginning with the narrat ive hook of som ething Anne is “dying 

to tell”  the reader, which we are then m ade to wait  for as she expounds on 

adults and their  st range behaviour. The two ent r ies are linked by their  focus on 

“ rage”  which ensures that  the em ot ional intensity is m aintained across them  and 

the final line ends on a sigh which adds a wist ful quality after the intensity of 

em ot ion, “Oh, if only I  could.”  Many com m ented on Anne’s powerful language 

with weaker answers able to select  a num ber of word- level instances of this 

whilst  bet ter answers explored her use of com pound sentences, lists and the use 

of extended m etaphor. Less able candidates often neglected the fact  that  the 

text  uses a diary form  and did not  com m ent  at  all on Kit ty as a literary device. 

The m ost  able recognise a range of features and use the text  with discr im inat ion 

to craft  an explanat ion that  focuses upon character and relat ionship, using 

textual references, which are apt  and carefully chosen. Essent ially the m ost  

successful candidates dem onst rate higher skills of analysis and interpretat ion in 

evaluat ing the writer 's techniques and do so by direct ly and doggedly focusing 

on the quest ion. As has been said before in these reports, linked text  and 

paraphrase does not  const itute an explanat ion. I t  was a feature of bet ter 

answers that  they were m ore able to distance them selves a lit t le from  Anne and 

her feelings so as to be able to com m ent  upon her m ore object ively. For 

exam ple, som e focused upon Anne’s loneliness;  tellingly she confides her 

thoughts and feelings to a fict it ious diary persona rather than to any of the 

people she is with. From  that  they were able to recognise the st rength of Anne’s 

feelings and the blunt  and powerful way she expresses them  whilst  also seeing a 

vulnerabilit y and unwit t ing pathos in how she writes.  

 

Sect ion B:  Reading and Writ ing 

 

Quest ion 4 

 

Sect ion B was based upon the pre-prepared text  from  the Edexcel Anthology for 

I nternat ional GCSE English Language and Literature, Taking on the Word, and 

focused upon what  we learn about  Ellen MacArthur. As a prepared text  alm ost  all 

candidates seem ed to have knowledge of this text . Weaker responses were often 

quasi-narrat ives that  did not  focus upon the quest ion and sim ply described the 

different  things that  Ellen MacArthur did as she repaired the m ast . St ronger 

responses were those that  were able to define a range of characterist ics such as 

tenacity, good hum our, physical and m ental st rength and were then able to 

evidence those from  the text  and to explain in detail how they are created. 

 

Quest ion 5 

 

The writ ing task in Sect ion B was closely related to the reading text  in sect ion B 

and asked candidates to write about  a t im e when they achieved som ething that  

was im portant  to them . The t it le was accessible to alm ost  all candidates and 

produced a wide range of responses. Many wrote about  GCSE or exam inat ion 

achievem ents whilst  m any others wrote about  sport ing t r ium phs, such as scoring 

winning goals or winning m edals and prizes. Cent res should consider the relat ive 

difficulty of writ ing about  sport ing events in a way that  is com prehensible and 

engaging for a non-specialist  reader. The weakest  responses were often 

incom plete, lacking in paragraphing or st ructure and com m unicat ing at  a basic 

level, often focusing solely upon the act ion involved in the achievem ent . Bet ter 
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responses wrote with a skilful com m and of the language showing a st rong abilit y 

to help the reader understand the real nature of the achievem ent  at  an 

em ot ional and psychological level as well as descr ibing what  actually occurred. 

 

Sect ion C:  Writ ing 

 

Quest ion 6 

 

Candidates were asked to writ e a let ter to a fr iend explaining what  act ivit ies are 

available for young people in your area. This proved to be accessible to m ost  

candidates. Once again, it  is noted that  the writ ing responses and part icular ly 

the final, 20 m ark quest ion, are som et im es not  answered at  all by som e 

candidates. I t  is vital that  students t im e their responses carefully and take note 

of the m ark tar iff,  giving sect ion C one third of the t im e available to them . This 

quest ion produced a variety of responses. Weaker responses were often very 

br ief and were lim ited in their  abilit y to clearly express their  ideas, often list ing 

places to go without  any real explanat ion or thought  for the reader who does not  

know the area. Weaker responses were often lacking in paragraphing and a 

sense of st ructure, which will keep them  in the Level 1 and Level 2 m ark bands. 

There was a band of m id- level responses that  also saw the writ ing task as one of 

list ing all that  was available and were able to do so with a degree of accuracy 

and with som e explanat ion, but  which produced writ ing that  was often lacking in 

variety or interest . More able responses wrote with im aginat ion and 

com m unicated passion and interest  in what  they were describing and created a 

genuine sense of a relat ionship with their  reader. The best  writ ing was noted for 

its var iety and sophist icat ion, it s accuracy and cont rol, which was sharply 

focused upon the needs of the reader.  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Each sect ion above contains specific advice about  what  character ises weaker and 

st ronger candidates. Cent res are st rongly encourages to pract ise responding to 

unseen passages in t im ed condit ions. This will support  students in focusing their  

answers on what  the quest ion has asked for and in using their  understanding of 

literary effects as a m eans of addressing the quest ion rather than being seen as 

an end in their  own r ight . The sam e principle applies with regard to studying the 

Anthology texts. The best  pract ice in writ ing involves t im e m anagem ent  so as to 

respond appropriately to the m ark tar iff and the t im e available. Candidates need 

to focus on developing textual cohesion through effect ive paragraphing and 

st ructur ing their  writ ing. At  all t im es have the intended reader in m ind and m ake 

word level, sentence level and text  level choices with a clear understanding of 

the intended effect . Writ ing should be seen as a crafted artefact  and students 

should be taught  the skills of writ ing with this in m ind whatever the task m ay 

be.  
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